THE PUTTING LOT

12 Wyckoff Avenue, Brooklyn, New York 11237

LOCATED IN BUSHWICK, BROOKLYN, THIS MINIATURE GOLF COURSE EXAMINES THE RELEVANCE OF EMPTY SPACE IN THE CITY.

ANSWERS TO SOME FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT THE PUTTING LOT

How did you choose the location for The Putting Lot?

The Putting Lot is located in what was once a vacant lot in Bushwick, Brooklyn. Bush-
wick is a great location because it is rapidly changing, like many industrial neighbor-
hoods. A large industrial zone, a strong sense of neighborhood identity among longtime
residents, and a growing art scene define this rapidly changing neighborhood. As large
factories are converted from industrial manufacturing to residential lofts, a large young
population has emerged in the area. This conversion in building use has also created a
proliferation of vacant spaces. Vacant spaces are often places where developers, neigh-
bors, and city workers come into conflict, but they can also be rich places for residents
to imagine what they would like to see in the city. The conversion of spaces to different
uses will have a big impact on Bushwick as a neighborhood. The Putting Lot proposes
one use for these spaces and suggests the possibility of many more.

How long will you be open?

The Putting lot will be open for the summer of 2009. It is a temporary installation. When
we vacate the space in the fall, it will likely return to its original use as a parking and
storage lot. Because it is temporary, the installation will emphasize the ability of individu-
als to intervene in the life cycles of the vacant spaces in their own neighborhoods and to
create spaces they want to see in their community.

Why did you want to open The Putting Lot?

Beyond the ideas of urban sustainability displayed in the individual holes, we want the
entire project to generate discussion and re-imagine the role and the possibilities of va-
cant spaces in the urban fabric of the city and the fabric of an individual neighborhood.
We think vacant spaces can be used in ways to help build neighborhood sustainability,
as much as they can diminish it. We believe neighborhood sustainability is one of the
most important aspects of urban sustainability. To help start this discussion, we will be
hosting workshops during the summer focused on ways people can organize to use land
differently and to have fellow residents re-imagine other spaces around the neighbor-
hood, as they’d like to have them.

Who is involved in the putting lot?

Any one can get involved! The Putting Lot is run collectively by a diverse group of people
from different educational and occupational backgrounds. The group currently includes
more than 30 people working in a variety of different fields. By contributing in their indi-
vidual areas of expertise; everyone has helped this ambitious project to grow from idea
into reality. The group started with close friends but quickly expanded to include friends
of friends and volunteers have since become an invaluable part of the organization.

The course designers are equally as diverse as the organizers. Designers include gallery
artists, art collectives, street artists, urban planners, engineers, architects, bike enthusi-
asts and students.



How does The Putting Lot function?
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This is our first project as a group. We are privately funded and, we will be charging a
small fee for a round of golf to try and cover the costs of operations over the summer.
After an open call for submissions, The Putting Lot selected nine designs. Artists are
receiving a $500 material stipend. They are graciously donating their time, effort and
imagination, as each team is responsible for constructing its own design.

The use of reclaimed materials was encouraged in the design and construction of the
holes and of THE PUTTING LOT’s public areas, including wooden shipping pallets from
a local factory and trash-bound sails for the awnings. Golfers will play with re-used
equipment purchased from a miniature golf course in Canada that was going out of
business.

We are leasing the lot as a commercial business. We found the lot while wandering
around the neighborhood looking at vacant spaces. Finding a space was an easy task,
however, finding a landlord who agreed to our proposed use was much more difficult.
Most landlords want to rent their lots for parking or storage. The project has shown us
how difficult it is use space in a non-traditional way; however, our existence is one ex-
ample that it can be done.



